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CASE OF CONSCIENCE, 


Whetber it be lawful to admit Fews fo come jato | 
a Chriſtian Common: wealth * - | 


Reſolved by Mafter Joby Dury 
Written tb Samuel Hartlb, E/qsire.. 


Findi it the Pratice ofmoſt of the Proteftanc 

Common-wealths herein Germer,to admit © | 

2 of the Jews,but.they doit view a huge | 

4 ofdiſtinttion between them png ethers z F | 
*2 which meanecs they arc. ma Je and con- | 

T8 tempiible.' Jn the ,Cantons of Swrzerland, 
”"- they arenot adwitted, no not ſo much asto | 

— throngh the Country, Or$0.come into. 4: ons Pr City 

withour. leave, and paying a certain dutic, or a City, 

over Night.3. Which is ſaid co befall upto them, by 2 a of | 

ſome helngn.l Gonfpleagies \ ro.do amiſchiefe tothe Country, | 
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where they. had 49 live, ) attempted. by,zhem. I know 
nanedf. 3. Ie beeor Divineynbo.mkes their Ad- 
Tons t 2 butiic iza work the Civi}, 

i —_— 


es 'wholly.i into his.dwB ca +tlonyte do 95 
todo herds, wine he ds Expraieu or cadvan 


| lv cannot{be" decided} ill the 
former points'ofhe"tawfultn ant expetiencis of admicting 


of the Miniftries" rx; 


ut 


=. - NS: 
look-upon:the.admitting of the Jews,if the Queſtion bein: 
of lawtulneſsguithont any limication ro be anſwered Afficmative- 
ly: for taking:Jews as they are, that ie, men a of ſtrange Nation ; 


Who are baniſhed-from-the 'Country: of their inheritance, and 


made: pily'rimes: and warderers. tkrough the world ; A People 
in -mitery and dittrelle, and ſo.an' Objett of hoſpitality, there is 
ro doutic,out they may lawfully be received into any civil Societic 


of mep, #© liveand have a beeing therein; as ſtrapgers./ For ic is . 


not Jainll for the, to defire to be received: upon avy other 
tervie;becatitceth: teft ofthe world muſt be engraficd upon them 
towards: God, and not they upon any other People. For in re. 
ſpc& of Gods Providentiall Gonernment of the World, the pre- 
rogative is ſtill theirs, to bea People, fer a part above all others, 
for the manifeſtation both of his Mercies and Judgments. I ſay 
then thax they being ſuch a People ſet a! part, nor. onely: Intheir 
fore-fathers, but.in their preſent ſtate, for {uch-an end,and in this 
ſtate being made ftrangers every where, and not lawfull-for them 
to make any other account of themſelves* And GOcd having re- 
canning the Entertainment of ſtrangers as a ſpecial] a 

of. Charitieuntoall Chrifiians; and no Nation of the World te- 
ing a greater Objett of charity. $& fitter to bepitied by Chriſtians 
then Jews, It isclear to me, that if the Q icfiion be pur in Gene- 
ral] tearmes, concerning the Lawſulneſs of admictingot them; 
The anſwere cannot bee other then Affirmative. Burt it the Que- 
ſition be made concerning the Expediencie of acimitting cf chem, 
at ſuch and fuch-a time, in this or that place, upon theſe os thele 
termes , Then 1 ſuppoſethe great Rules of Expediencie are to be 
abſerved, Which are (1: In ceſpeCt of Geds Glory, according 


tie 


tothe Apoſtles dire&ion. 1.. Cor. 10. Ver. 31. Whether therefore - 
0 eat.or drink , or whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of God. What. 


{ſoeverthen conducethtothe glory. of God, is not only lawful, bur 
expedient tobe doffe (2.) Jn refpe& of cur Neighbour,thereis 


. a Iwofold Rule, the one is of Edification, the other avoiding 


Offences. The rule of Edification is expreſſed by the ſame A- 


 poſile, in the ſame Chapter, Yer. 23, 24- In theſe words: All 


ings are lawful for me, but all things are not Expedient, All things 
Ifor me, but all things edifie net 5 Let no man ſeeke E 
every one that whichrs anothers. Where the 23. Ver. purs 
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(4); 
wot Ex)edient and not edifying for equivalent expounding 
. each other, and ey, Joo ear whichis lawfgll. And the 
Ver. 24. (hewes what is meant by edifying. The Rnle of avoid- 
ing Ottence, is again in the ſame place expreſſed Yer. 320", Gine 
20 offence, netther to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor tothe Chierch 
of God, Even as I pleace all men, &c. ( 3.) In reſpeft of our ſelves 
the Ruleis, that we our ſelves be nur — deprived of our 
Chriſtian -or Civill Liberty ; which "the Apoſtle exprefſech 
I Cry, 6. 12. In thele words : All things are lawfull for me,tutall 
things are wot Expedient ; All things ave lawfull for me, but 1will 
»ot be brought unaex the power of any. If inthe Circumſtances of their 
admiſſion nothing betound contrary-to thoſeRules, bur all can | 
be'made conſonant to the 'Glory of God, to the Edification of '. 
others, without dapger of Offence, and without bringing a yoke 
upen Uur ſelves; Then their admiſſion will be judged not onely 
Jawtull,but alſo expedient ; 'And to determinehow theCircum- 
ſtances may. agree with thoſe Rules;doth belong chiefly ro thoſe, 
£0 whome the power of admitting of them is given by God ; that 
is, to the Rulers of the State,withone whoſe confent,no Societies 
oughic to be formed in the State. For ſeeing the Jewes come into | 
Chriſtian Ccmmon-wealths, not as m rs thereof, but as 
ſtrangers therein, and yet forme a Societic,or kind of Common- 
wealth amungft themiclves,it can belong to nonepertinently to 
judge of the Expedienche of admitting of them, but unto thoſe 
whom God hath ſer over the Common-wealth to procure 'thz 
welfare thereof: others may be conſulted withall concerning 
particular Circumſtances, which may be propefet unto them, 
to heare their cpinion what they will judge of them'y Bur upen 
the whole matter none ovght to giveaverdi, but fuch' as can 
compareall Circumſtances at once, with the frame of thewhole 
State, to diſcerneby the forenamed Rules ,” whether: their -ad- 
miſſign be expedient oc not : And ſeeing it may' ftand' in their | 
owne power,by the admiſſion of them,to orderthings fotowards ' 
them, as towakeall Circumſtances Conſonant to the Rules of 
Expediencie, I conceive, it will bee their dutie, whenthey arein+ 
'treated fo to doe, to endeavor the performance thereof; And | 
they do not ſo, I know pot how toexcuſe themfronr a failingin 
_ thedutic of their calling. And although gg _ 
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05) 
whom the judgreent,ſoprr tofar: materiam,doth not belonggought: 
not tomeddle beyond their line inthe buſineſs; yer being required. 
co-contribuce their ailiftanceand advice, how co framethingsin 
4 way rowards then; which is moit expedient, they ougkc nor 
ro retuſe ic. . Therefore I allo ſhall put in my mite among che reſt, 
although I am ac a great diflance for the piefent, and canaor 
know how things ſtand at home. : - 
1/If thewthe Queſtion be : Huw their Admiſſion may be ſo Cir- 
cumſtantiared , asto Anfwer the fore-named Rules of Expedi- 
- enicie 1? | would adviſe thus : Fs 
. + Fo advancethe glorie of God. by their admiſſion, I con- 
ccivethey muſt be reſtrained from ſome things ; and may be fair- 
ly induced to ſomrother things. The things from which chey muſt 
bereftrained, are chicfly thete. 2. Not co blaſpheme the Perſon: 
of Jeſus Chriſt, or if any doth, chat heſtall be liable ro the Law 
which 2doſes bath given, in caſe of blaſphenaing the Name of 
God- - 2, Not to ſeduce any, or go about tg. make Profelites - 
or it any doth, he ſhall ip/o fa&o fortcic his Libertic, or undergo: 
ſome other heavier puniſhment. z- Not to profane the Chriſti-- 
an Sabbatb, bur to zeſt upon it, aſwel as upon their own Sab- 
bath ; and not todiſtonor any of the Ordinances of Chriſtia-- 
nitie, under ſome pnniſhment to be inflicted, ſutable to the of- 
fence- - -{ | 
.  Thethings whercunto they may be fairely induced, are as E 
conceive chefe. x. Fo heare us, concerning the grounds 
which wehave:for Chriftianitie, and that with. Patience, and: 
without op Bvcg concentioully: bur in caſe of doubts, that 
they fhouldpropoſerthefame by way of Queſtion to be reſolved ;. 
that' we may have cauſeto givethem arcafonof our Faith and 
Praftice. 2. To declare to psthegrounds of all their Faith 
und PraQtice, and to Agſwer fuch Queſtions, as we happily may 


_ propoſetobe reſolved /by them, upon fuch a Declaration. 3. To 


avoid on both fides ———— in theſe Con- 
ferencer, and por to trouble-any ofthe weakerſore of cither tide, 
with che matters to-be handlcd-therein, byt onely to ſet thema. 
ny. mongſta few of the Rabdies of cach ſide,ina friendly way. 
Here G 


we-at Caſſel ſomething kath been intended this way, by ad» 


ging them te come once « Month to a Lefture,, whereimithe 


grounds 
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- -grounds of Chriſtianitic were opened unto them, and although 
tew ornone have been thereby ſo openly converted, as to,embrace. 

all the truth ; Yer ſome of them have Cn ſo moved that they 
have wept wuch ſometimes at the things which they have heard : 
alio a ſmall Catechiſme of our belcefe, concerning the Meſſiah, 
hath been penned for them, and they have been obliged to read 
it, and learne it, {0 as to Anſwer to the Queſtion: contained 
thereir, that ic might appeare they were :not ignorant of our 
meaning, for the aln was onely to glorifie Godin this, For the” 
£&'oric ot our Gods chiefely made manifeſt in. his: Truth and 
taichfulneſs to make good his Worc?for he hath {agnified his word 
above all his workes; And if we can order theic admiſſion ſo, as _ 
co manifeſt unto them therruth of his Word revealed unto us by 
the promiles of the Goſpel], in the knowledge'of his Name; and . 
ſo lay that knowledg before them in the Lampezthat they caunot 
bur {ee that God hath appeared unto us, and doth" rule us by 
Spiric and Truthzand makesa great difference between our Com: 
munion with himſelfand their Licerall worſbiping of him; if 
(1 ſay) wecan<ontrive in their admitſion the bulineis ſo towards 
rhem, tha they: ſhall not'onely be' reſtrained from diſhonoucing 
our God-and his Ordinances, or overthrowing his truth in the 
minds of any, but.chat they ſhall be made to ſee the goodnefſe of 
Gods mercy to us,that he hath adopted us tobe his People in their 
fead'; Then thefirſt Rule of Expediericie will: bt obſerved, and 
therewil be no great-difficultic to contrive the buſineſs ſo,that the 
other rules alſo will be put in praiſe. | Now concerning the Me- 
thod of ſpiritual Prudencic how to goe about this work. rowards 
them, is: a-ſubie& toolarge to be entred;upon- at this time : 
One Caveac onely:may be ſuggeſted ar; preſenc, which is this ; 
That the ſcanningf parcticulacqueſtions aaddoubts whichthey - 
may have aneonbwy in Genealogic of Ghriſt;and ather.cireum- 
ſantial matters in'the New Teſtament, ſhould be avoided, : 
the main undeniable Traths'wherein the Old ahdN 


Them, ſhouldbe _ infifted upogg apd branchediqut ;-co let 
them ſceethe Rodic of 


(73) 


them, the Charitic ofthe 
ratified towards them 
rany profic, which they 


- fordoing the 


their wpeanes, pr; 
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Jorg they-may recelveby the ſame a& of cheir Admillion ana 
rance, thatin all Treaties with the Nations whichy and . 
opprels them, a care ſhal be had of thei ride Tenrrnipay vick” 
Spainand Portugal, and the Grand S:gnior, and others, 7 be 
who ſeek to deftroy them : That in publick TranſaQtony: | 
Jibertie of living with them ſhalbeprocured ſofar,asInthe power 
of our State (hail lie by Godspermitfion, 

11t.To avoid offences berween them & us, in admittin of them, 
ic will be —_—_— chat ont: live by themſelvs, and 2+ thei 
worſhip be performedin their own congue: that the infolencies 
which the el arve<; fortof both fides may uſe one towards _ 
vs, e prevented by Laws and fpecial 'Orders, to keep 

from incroaching uponothers beyond their bornds ; for 
parurally more bigh minded thenother Nation, and abr a1 
on of oppreffing the Gentiles then others do; becauſe 
they finde they are by Di and/imagine themſelves 
_ the oh  noblepeopl in the world;and therefore aſpire to have, 

not © ph raph thewſclvs ,but riches a 

hen hers ok; which m1 

offencer, miſt be prevented, not «s herein 

Dr ; mh i chembeſ and vile; by othermore friend- 


. ty wa dence and Nev opt. 
b To fn ones which may ariſe 
Hices and biging ufury, 2nd other ſabci- 


our jorge! an x aecrf in ſome -othh 
power, The wiſdome of t _— loocketo If, norigit im my 
way to take it into confide Thetefore 1 I ſhall eaverhis lat 
Rule of ex _ nato their Hgilancte, and raw teReontlu- 
| Hon of 1 ns, wherein Thave'n&friorets fey biitrhin 
\ That if they Saphangs 5m and will recciveic ina wa 
in theſe Rulezcan then th 7 ſhouldbe'; 


me teh 
| them, when'they tl: ie 
nitle co invite -M1'1n their Ultrefle, © 
pln ie of het, 19 vt 
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Y though [ beliey as much of them,as moſt men doz yet I can draw 
- no argument from thence for any particular admictance of them 
at this time, becauſe I know that the times and ſcaſons of theis 
deliverance is in Gods hand alone,and that we are very much in- 
clined to miſtake in conjefures of that nature. Bur the Univers ' 
fal Rules which are grounded upon the, main Ends and datieg of 
Chriſtianitiz, muſt be obſerved by thoſe that will truſt unto God 
for a bleſſing upon their endeavors. And when they have (te- 
wards ſuch Ends,and according to ſuch Duties Ydone that which 
they think is acceptable to God,then they ought to acquiel{ce,and 
leave tke iſſue to Providence, wkich 1 am perſwaded will be favg- 
rable to the State. And in this aflucance I reftever, ' 


Sx.n! Your A —— 

x - _ faithful ſervant mChreff 
Caſſell, in haſte, | F . ww 
Januacie 8. 1656. Joun Duty, 
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Poſtſcript. 


oncerning the Jewes, if 1 can, Twill ſend you the Abe 
CJ ſftraf of the Lawes, by which they are received bere. 
Our State doth wiſely to goe warily, and by degrees, im the 
buſines of receiving them.Menaſleh Ben Iiracls Demands ere 
great, aud the uſe which they mike of great Priviledges, is 
not nexch to their commendation here,and elſwherc.They heve 
wajes beyond all other men, to undermine a State. and to im- 
ſinuate into thoſe that are in Offices, and prejudicate the 
Trade of others 5. and therefore if they be not wiſeh reftraized 
they will in ſhort time be oppreſſrve, if they be ſuch as are 
here in Gerniany. To call in the Carait's would fright away 
theſc, for they are irreconciliable Enemies. Time muſt ripen 
theſe Deſignes, and Pradencic may lead then tw. 
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